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ABSTRACT

A Geographycal Study on Settlement
Names in Cheju-do

Lee, Hye-won
Georgraphy Education Major
The Graduate School of Education

Ewha Womans University

This study aims to analyse the geographical names of “ communities and
villages in Cheju-do on the basis of their historical and chro'nological changes
in order to reveal some natural and cultural characteristics and inhabitants
perception on their environmental factors.

They toponyms in this study have been collected from the topographical
maps published both in 1918 and in 1992, and another source is The
Comprehensive Bibliography on Korean Geographical Names, Volume on
Cheju-do, and finally, Dictionary of Local Settlement Names of Cheju-do.

All the settlement names here have been classified into three categories :
the notion of space, the relationship with natural environments and that of
human civilization

Followings are the conclusion of this thesis.
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1. The administrative settlement names have arbitrarily changed, often
causing a lot of original names to lose their characteristics which had long
been conveyed in them.

2. The proportion of settlement names related with the space notion has
increased from 21.7% in 1912 up to 40.2% in 1992. This increase
apparently shows that most new settlements since 1945, the year of liberation
from the Japanese colonization and the start of our modern government, had
mainly been named on the barometer of a compass direction for the sake of
the administrative conveniences.

3. Among the number of settlement names related with the mnatural
environment, those of acquatic concept(18.3%) considerably surpass those of
mountainous concept(13.9%), which means that the conditions of settlement
location have been more influenced by the streams.

The average altitude of the mountainous settlement names shows 98.5m,
that of acquatic names 63.6m, and 97.2m was that of plane settlement cases.

From the fact that plane toponyms occupy relatively high ratio, it is
assumed that those inhabitants had had inclination of regarding any small, flat
surfaces in gorges and on gentle slopes simply as plane.

4. Many unique settlement names which reflect the characters of
volcano-topography are widely distributed such as ‘Orumdong’ related to
parasitic volcano and ‘Mugdolsangyee’ connected with many black stones.

5. ‘Cheju’ and ‘Awol’, which show high regional frequency in most
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settlement names, are developed early owing to fishing resources, wells, firtil
soil. And ‘Suguipo’ is developed highly due to natural port and center of
orange-farming and sightseeing.

6. Cultural settlement names mainly consist of various types of collective
communities. And therer are no toponyms with ‘~MAL’which is
nation-widely spread. However, the settlement names with ‘~TONG’ show
a very high frequency of 37.9%.

7. In case of the economic settlement names, those related with the dry
field account for 8.2%. Aithough the paddy fields in Cheju-do occupy only
2% among the whole arable lands, the settlement names related with the
paddy fields take possession of higher percentage comp‘ared with other
regions.

Settlement names concerning with the grazing lands for horses and cattle
can be found very often, which, of course, indicates the important role of
Cheju-do as grazing lands during the periods of Koryo and Chosun Dynasties.

8. Since the Island of Cheju had from time to time experienced foreign
invasions, quite a2 many town wall, castle and fortress had been build. Such
an influence remains in settlement names amazingly.

9. The severeness of the natural environments had caused the development
of folk religion, totemism and local beliefs. Therefore, the settlement names
naturally go with the chracter ‘TANG’ or ‘CHE’, meaning ‘temple’ or

‘shrine’ respectively.
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10. Lastly, regarding to the settlement names related with the history,
most of them are connected both with stock raising and with climatic interest
such as floods and winds. About the settlement names of legends or
folklores, the greater conveys the ancestors of Cheju Island (Mr.) Ko, Yang

and Pu.
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