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Abstract

Research for Ceramic Sculpture expressed with
Symbolism of Horse

- Focused on the Ponies of Jeju -

Yu, Jong-Uk.
Department of Ceramic Arts.
The Graduate school of Hongik Univ.

Advisor; Prof. Shin Sang—Ho.

As man’s way of thinking has been analyzed and subdivided by
scholars in modern society, the area of concern was expanded to the
unconscious thinking latent in his inside.

As Carl Jung said “To make a perfect work in the course of arts
creation 1s to activate, give shape to, and work out man’s eternal
symbols hidden in the abyss of human unconsciousness,” I think the
arts we pursue should be expressed through giving meaning of

‘symbols’  which can be said as the keyword of unconscious thinking.

I also think our arts are expressed as the product of object
symbolization through self unconsciousness, its resultant re-recognition

and meaning giving and creative act.
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This study is of significance in that it reconstructed the indirect
feelings inherent in self to the direct symbolic beings by using the
symbolic images of an animal called horses as the object.

If we look at the roles and symbols of horses in our history in the
social aspect, they have an inseparable relations with edible cattle,
riding, transportation, war and others in human history, appearing as the
symbols of incantation and religious belief including divinity, heaven,
elimination of evil spirits or diseases, helper of souls and others.
Particularly, the ponies in Jeju have symbolized the prayer for human
unconsciousness and the eternity in the national foundation myth,
popular belief and mythical legends.

In this study, I tried to consider the symbols of horses as a cultural
phenomenon appearing in our folklore and tradition, and express them as
a symbolized formative art newly interpreted as a modern art through
the art symbols in which shamanism and totemism are immanent as the
root and trunk of primitive expressions.

I was much attracted by the work to symbolize the unconscious inner
world of human beings as a formative art through the symbols of
horses. For me, the expression of symbolic images was difficult task
which asks the foundations of way of thinking based on the ontology of
life.

In proceeding with the task, I preferred the simplified and transformed
symbols of animals to the smooth and gorgeous expression of inner

existence. I simplified the courses of forming and baking as much as

HONGIK UNIVERSITY




possible. My works are characterized by simplicity, humorousness and
Raku plasticity technique.

Based on those courses, I expressed the symbols of horses as the
prayers latent in the unconsciousness of man’s inside, thus trying to
recognize our existence from more expanded concept, not from general

one.
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