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Abstract

The characteristics of the Jeju Beobjungsa

Anti-Japanese Movement in 1918

The Anti-Japanese Movement of Jeju Beobjungsa broke out at
Dosoonri in Jeju on December 7 in 1918. The Anti-Japanese movement
was staged by some Buddhist monks such as Kim Yeon-il, Kang
Chang-gyu and Bang Dong-hwa and about 700 local folks to the
purpose of recovering national sovereignty.

This study sheds light on the specific characteristics on the Jeju
Beobjeongsa movement by tracing not only its preparation and the
process of the development for the movement but also the activities
and achievements of the leading power all throughout the movement.
Beobjungsa had been a staging place for Buddhist monks with
Anti-Japanese awareness since it was founded in 191l. Ever since,
those monks had inculcated local folks with Anti-Japanese ideology,
claimed to stand for recovering national sovereignty and induced the
participation of those local people through Buddhist services for about
8 years.

Japan, however, tried to diminish and distort the meaning of the
resistance movement into “a rabble-rousing instigated by around 300
to 400 pretended devotees.” Seeing the fact that Beobjungsa Buddhist
monks induced about 700 local folks' participation for the independence

movement through a careful prearranged plan, we can easily perceive
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the Japanese intention to diminish the meaning of this Anti-Japanese
movement.

Roles and duties are assigned to departments and officers in the
Anti-Japanese Movement of Jeju Beobjungsa like in the organization
of the loyal troops at the end of Chosun. The organization of the
resistant movement consisted of the commanding department and the
operation department. Kim Yeon il was in charge of the commanding
department and Kang Chang-gyu, the operation department. On the
very day of the movement launch, Kang Chang gyu took the role of
commanding the movement and Bugjeongsa Buddhist monks led the
local people. They showed their strong will against Japan by beating
Japanese people and setting police checkpoints on fire.

Most of the prime movers of the Anti-Japanese movement were not
arrested on the spot. Without the prime movers like Kim Yeon-il
arrested, some participants received the verdict of guilty with the first
trial. In view of the total degree of penalty, the punishment was
heavier than that of the March 1st Independence Movement in 1919.
All things considered such as commutation and release on parole, Kim
Chang-gyu, a field commander, served the longest term of service.

The prime movers of the Jeju Beobjungsa Anti- Japanese Movement
continued to stage the Anti-Japanese Movement and do religious
activities since they had been released from the prison. Kim Yeon-il
and Jung Gu-yong continued the movement in the Kyungsang
province and Kang Chang-gyu and Bang Dong-hwa founded a temple
to continue the movement. They also formed in-law relationship one
another through marriage in order to continue the resistance
movement.

The newly discovered documentary records made this study possible.
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This study is also based on preserved documents in National
Registration Agency, words of mouth from the bereaved families, and

materials in their possession.
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