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Summary

A Study of the Traditional Farming Implements in Jeju Island

Kim, Dong-seop

Culture has been changed continually, also agricultural machines and implements
have been changed as well. People who needed them like folk products, they
might be able to be no more used or developed more and more someday.
Agricultural machines are quite important to make the productivity improved with
the agriculture technology. Thus, there have been many investigations about the
agriculture machines; moreover, there has been studying for the agriculture, the
history of agriculture, Agriculture and economy, Culture and human being and
folklore to be better the agriculture industry. Generally, Jeju islanders produced
many vegetables and fruits from the dry fields, so I would like to summarize about
some of agriculture machines that were used by our forebears.

First of all, when Jeju is compared to main land about some of things such as
geopolitics feature, nature environment, the background of the history, environment
of human beings, I investigated how different they are and what Jeju has got its
own particular characteristic Jeju is located the most southern island in Korea, so
that, it’s different with main other land like weather, the fertility of soil
geographical features, besides there has got much more humidity as well as much
warmness. In addition, Jeju was formed by eruption of a volcano long time ago,
that’'s why there wasn’t a big flood in spite of heavy rain. On the other hand,
there is no rice field, which can be, harvested many products from it, there were
Gum-Jil that is weeds growing high in good condition. This kind of condition made
islanders’ life hard time to forebears with being starved. There were not special
industries in Jeju, thus people had to work as simple works like former, fisher, and
so on. Jeju is easy to provide drinking water due to geographical feature, also its

quite good condition of soil. O-Il-Jang which is traditional market Holden every one
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time after five days and other businesses have been developed as well as
construction of roads since 1970’s, After that time Jeju islanders have worked as
farmer and fisher both of them.

Secondly, I have investigated the purpose and features about feature of farming
area, raising agriculture species, raising method of cultivation that was concerned
with specific Jeju Island. The soil of Jeju consists of about 77% as volcanic soil
that made by eruption of volcano. Therefore, the soil has been composed a lot of
gravel and not enough soil, it has caused many damages by typhoons or storms
and so on. Especially, soil of Jeju Island has not been firm enough, so weeds were
stuck into the soil deeply. Thus, many agricultural implements that have pointed tip
were used for it. Moreover, there were several kind of fields such as Jil-Wak,
Jak-Ji-Wak, Tteun-Bap and so on, depending on altitude, distance, and temper of
the soil.

Main purpose of the harvest from the field was to support them as other
mainland. The harvests from the field were foxtail millet and barley. In addition,
there were some more products harvesting such as beans, peas, mung green beans,
cotton, sesame, perilla, radish and so on. These kinds of products also grew main
field and even 'MeoDeule’ is located in a house beside, also it is called to 'Wu
Yeong’'. Foxtail millet must be important at that time. We can understand through
many things about it. For examples, foxtail millet was cultivated more than barley
cultivated, Besides, the different method for harvesting, using for a ritual,
""SeKyeongNoli” (kind of humanistic ritual) which showed the foxtail millet
cultivated process, Nong-Po-Je (kind of ritual for good harvesting) that held just
after sown the seeds at the field, another rituals such as Je-Seok-Je, Ma-Bul-Je
which concerned with cultivated millet. Though that information, we can guess that
there were cereals cultures, which were affected by growing foxtail millet, and
coexist together with the fishing industry, it would be able to be called to a
compound culture. One of wise idea was that if the fertility of soil is not enough,
forebears did not use the soil ford while, it was called ” Swi-Dol-Iim”, or they
cultivated other crops for improving the productive capacity. In addition, they used

some of muck to overcome the bad condition of the soil such as barnyard manure,
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urine, fertilizer, and so on. Also they operated 'Geom Jil Me Gi’ (weeding), 'Su
Hwak' (harvesting), 'Tal Gok’ (threshing), depending on measure of their field,
having cattle or not and how many workers there were. If there would be not
enough workers and cattle, they helped each other through 'Su-Nul-Eum’ (mutual
aid financing) its kind of traditional fraternity that is still maintained in most
villages continuously.

Thirdly, I have researched their agricultural implements. I believe being used
implements and their sorts must solve many curiosities something like distribution
of the soil and connected implements. Thus, I'm sure that it can be seen through
regional differences in Jeju Island. Moreover, through compared with other main
lands, we can find out how different their feature, function, structure, stuff like
these kind of things. Furthermore, I've found the changing process of the
agricultural implements so far. I've summarized them as follow.

We have got a proverb that beginning about anything you do is already half of
achievement. This means also that sown seeds on the field are very important and
its mean is the same as the proverb. Moreover, Bak-Ga-Li (plouhing is also
important as well as storage of seed, scattering, manure, Bak-Bal-Gi (the act
which persons tread the field) and so on. The reason the implements were used
many times. YangJuMeoLi (T-Shaped handle and a rope harness for a cow) was
used for Jaeng—Gi (plough), because there have been many rocks and stones. On
the other hand, Tta-Bi (Sod-breakers) and Ben-Chyu-Li (Sod-breakers, Spear
shaped) have been used instesd of Jaeng—-Gi, when persons worked to be not a
fertile field. Tta-Bi and Ben-Chyn-Li have still used there, also Dang-Gol system
(fraternity in each village) has offered to cooperate with each house so far. In
addition, one of main implements which is Gwaeng-I and the other one Gom-Bae
which has been used for making the soil flat have still been using a lots. Before a
metal shovel is well known to dig the soil there has been used 'Gal-Le-Juk’. I've
researched about 'Dok-Geo-Leum’ (Pig's feces) and 'Swe-Geo-Leum’ (Cow's
feces) used for the manure to the soil. Some more things I've researched are such
as 'Geo-Leum—-Chak’ (Using for being moved pig’s feces), Swe-Su-Lang. Gul-che,

There've used for making and moving 'Bul-Chi’. Besides, urine was used for the
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manure, so that 'OjumhHang’ (an earthenware pot used for putting the urine),
'OjumHeobuk’ (kind of a jar for the urine). 'Ssi-Bu-Ge’ (seed container; used to
store all types of seeds) and Me-Mamg-Teng-1 (implement of scatter for seeds)
have been used for storage and scatter of seeds usefully. After seeds were
scatters, Seom-Pi, which was used for covering, seeds with the soil. Nam-Te
(Wooden-Roller compacter) was used after sowing millet formers compacted soil
with this wooden roller. These helped so much to protect the soil against strong
wind and heavy rain as well as the function making them firm. As can be seen
from Jeang Gi (plough), we can find out our forebears’ wisdom in their life,
they've improved it comfortably, other implements also were made whenever they
were needed like Nam-Te (Wooden-Roller compacter), Dol-Te (the rollers of wood
or stone). Moreover, we can find out native spirit of Jeju Island from many
implements, as [ explained already such as Geo-Leum-Chak, O-Jum-Heo-Buk,
Nam-Te and so on. Especially Jaeng—-Gi has reflected in the feature of
geographical Jeju, because there has been lots of gravel and rocks on the soil and
had to be lift them up many times, so that T-shaped handle and a rope harness
for a cow must have been useful. Compared to Gang—-Won-Do which is one of
states in Korea that its environment is similar with Jeju Island, there were also
some implements similar with Jeang-Gi such as Geuk-Jeng-I, In-Geol-I and so on.
However, those implements from Gang-Won-Do have got sideways handle. As I
explained, there was Geo-Leum-Chak, which used for carrying the pig’s feces, so
that; there was not Ddong-Jang-Gun (A person to carry the pig’'s feces). Also,
the urine one of important manure was carried by O-Jum-Heo-Buk (kind of Jar for
urine). Nam-Te for protecting the soil against the wind and heavy rain can be
seen only in Jeju Island must be protected significantly. Gol-Gaeng-1I, which used
for picking up the weeds, it shows about feature of Jeju very strong fully.

Jeju Islander’s always used Gol-Gaeng-I, whenever they worked has been done
depending on the type of the field and kind of the products. Width of the blade of
Gol-Gaeng-1 has been quite narrow, because there has been considerably many
gravel and rocks. As can be seen from the information, we can know that

Gol-Geang-1 is significant cultural asset to reflect natural geographical features in
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Jeju.  Scythe has been used to collect the weeds, which were already picked up,
from the soil; it has been called 'Ho-Mi’ in Jeju. Basically the transportation for
carrying the weeds used human strength, but animals such as hoarse, low
occasionally were utilized. In fact, there have been many fences in the fields and
many gravel as well, thus San-Te (using for carrying heavy things), Chei-Gae
(Man used these wooden frames to carry heavy thing).

Bae, (using for carrying) something like these things were basically used many
times. Another things to carry were Ma-Cha (carriage), Jil-Me (kind of cart).
Especially, legs of Ji-Ge were made shorter than any other area in mainland,
because Ji-Ge had to resist the strong wind;, moreover people used it, when they
went up the mountain to take firewood. Therefore, these transportation means
must be important our cultural assets for understand the geographical features.
Husks were removed from the grain by the natural wind that the wind in Jeju is
well known as the strongest in Korea. Furthermore being grain shaken off dried
them also was used by the wind. There has been some implement for shaking off
such as Jak-Dae-Gi, Deong-Deu-Leong-Ma-Gae, Do-Ggae, which is a manual
threshing device, Keul, Geol-Geng-1I. Implements for being them dried are such as
Eong-Meng-I, Sol-Bak (kind of implement for selecting the grain without husks)
was used to get grain by the wind. The other one "Pu-Neun-Che” (winnow; is
used to separate the chaff from the grain) is different shape compared to other
ones, but it’s the same function as others. Keul (kind of separating implement for
the grain) was spread out to people, it made people’s work much easier, nowadays,
Com-Ba-In, (the machine that helps working comfortably to be removed husks and
ground grain, both of them) has been spread out over farmhouses. Pounding and
grinding have been acted for removed husks and ground grain. The act for
pounding has been used Nam-Bang-A, Jeol-Gu which can say wooden mortar and
pestle; used to pound grain into meal were constructed from large, hollowed ort
tree trucks. Grinding has been used Mul-Bang-E (horse driven mills were run by
village cooperatives), Go-Le (pound). In addition, Do-Go-Ri, Go-Le-Bang-Seok,
Che and some more implements have been used to support them. The interesting

point about them, Most houses have got Go-Le more than one to take the barley,

- 211 -



because barley was the principal fool at that time. Dok-Bang-E was set up each
house individually whereas; normally it was used together in village and managed
like each form house was associated in the village. Some implements for storing
were used kind of things like Mek, Hang (kind of Jar), Dwi-Ju (Grain Chests;
made of four wooden upright pieces and cross—-boards with half the top side of the
chest open). Especially, due to higher humidity in Jeju Islanders have used
Go-Pang (storage for grain) that has located behind the main living room to
overcome the humidity, also Earthenware jars were used to store the grain. Thus,
there was no storage, which has been called Gok-Gan (Korea style store room).
Forebears needed a solution different with other places of mainland against the
humidity, so that they were able to find specific way for storing. Mek (Grain
chest; These kinds of grain chest were made by hollowing out tree trucks as they
started to rot) were used as various ways by most Islanders, on the other hand
Dwi-Ju (Grain chests) were not many house used and normally rich house or the
head family with a clan had it.

There has been measures for grains, the mainland in Korea, people have used,
Mal (Measuring tool) which has been called Dae-Du. However four Doe (measuring
tool) is still the same measure as One Mal in Jeju. Jeju Islanders’ life style can
be seen from Gal-Ot (persimmon dyed working clothes). Generally, normal clothes
cling to people and make them sticky during hot season, so Jeju Islanders made
Gal-ot in order to solve the problem. Moreover, they used Pe-Leng-I (tradition hat)
to protect themselves under the sun; also they used Wu-Jang (rain coat) against
strong rain. Islanders have used scythes to prepare feeds for their cattle; the feeds
have been called Chol or Ggol, which is called only by Jeju Island as local
language. Moreover, they used Gom-Pol (implement), which used for training their
calves to be wunitized for the plough. As the implements for farming were
explained through Islander’ life, we can understand that farming implements were
designed to be worked properly at the rocky soils of the Island and it is different
from the type of other mainland. The plough, which has a T-shaped handle, was
to lift gravel and rocks at the fields; also width of the blade of Gol-Gaeng-I (hoe)

has been sharp and narrow. Besides, other some tools such as Dda—-Bi,
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Ben-Jul-Le, Gol-Gaeng-I, Yak-Cho-Kae—-Gi, are quite sharp is stepped on Mal-Te,
Nam-Te and Dol-Te and to prevent from strong winds or heavy rain. The
operation used many horses approximately 20730 numbers which were put into the
field to step from the edge to the center, but it was not many cases using horses,
so that, when they use the horses, they unitized wooden shoes for the horses to
maximize them using the operation. This operation helped to prevent the soils
from being flown by the winds, also there hasn’t been kept the moisture, due to
entirely of infertile volcanic ash soil, but through this operation the moisture was
kept on the soils. Moreover, seeds were protected from many birds which eat the
seeds on the fields Natural winds have been used for threshing the grains, and the
tool for this operation was Sol-Bak ( It was used for separating the grain and
husk), This tool was used by most of islanders widely. Pi (Deccan grass) was
principal food, so that, forebears used Nam-Bang-E, which has a wide entrance,
also it was a cause about using the jar. Forebears in Jeju wore the Gal-Ot,
whenever they worked, it’s because Juju is an oceanic climate and there has been
a lot of dust. Moreover, Islanders made Gom-Dol that used for doing the plows,
and we can know the feature of farming tools in Jeju Island. There are many
implements that are reflected in the feature of Jeju. For examples, Ji-Ge (Man
used these wooden frames to carry heavy things) was quite useful to carry. Legs
of Ji-Ge were made shorter than any other areas in mainland; it shows the
features like the strong winds and heavy rain. Moreover, people carrying on the
back with Ji-Ge had to get over the fence that was set up in between each field
for indicating the boundary line, Thus legs of Ji-Ge had to be made shorter than
others. The other implement to carry the name is Seom-Pi that it was made of
wood, because wood was easy to get in Jeju, but Seom-Pi was hard to bring over
the fence, so that, it only was used one time and them it used to firewood for
heating and so on. In addition, there were some more things that made by wood
such as Nam-Bang-E, Do-Go-Li and Du-Lip (this was used very often); these
implements show the feature of natural farming tools in Jeju. The reason why
those kind of implements were made was to cultivated more than foxtail millet and

barley, also, pi is quite hard to take the grain without huskies because it is
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surrounded several husks, so that, need more workers to remove the husks. Thus,
Nam-Bang-E was used for the operation. Jeang—Gi has been changed the shape as
T-shaped handle to be adapted the geographical features. Soe-Dda-Bi(ploughing
tooDhas been used to pick up roots of tangerine from the soil. Human excrements
were used for feeds of pigs and O-Jum-Heo-Beok(urine jar)was used instead of
Ddong-Jang-Gun(persons for carrying the excrements). Seom-Pi instead of
Ggeung-Ge was used to cover the seeds into the soils that consist entirely of
infertile volcanic ash soil. Gol-Geang-I instead of Ho-mi (hoe) has been used so
far, because it needed to adapt the rocky soil in Jeju. Short legs of wooden frames
(Ji-Gae) were used, Pu-Neun-Che(used for separating the grains from husks; a
sieve) was used, all these implements show the features of Jeju island and they
have been changed to be adapted in Jeju island, we can know the features through
these implements. In conclusion, farming implements have been changed so far and
would be changed continuously in the future as well. It is impossible to bring the
farming implements existed by themselves and being disappeared by themselves as
well. It depends on persons who need the farming implements or not. This means
that people made them when they needed, but even though implements were made,
some of the implements were not used any more after they were used several
times. On the other hand, some of them have been used more and more. Therefore,
what it was explained is destiny of the farming implements either development or
disappearance decided how much were they needed to and how many were they
used by. These facts can be known through a study of the traditional farming
implement in Jeju. I hope that distinctive features in Jeju are found out a lot like
connection of the culture with implements through comparing to the farming and
implements in the mainland. I expect that these dissolved questions would be

solved within the immediate future.
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