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A Study on landscape of government-installed
ranches in Jeju Island during the Choson Dynasty
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Supervised by professor Song, Sung-Dae

This paper is a study on landscape of government-installed ranches in

Jeju Island during the Choson Dynasty(1392~1910), in view of
distributional changes., spacial ranges and landscape characteristic of
ranches. Government-installed ranches literally means grazing land of
raising nation owned horses. It was created by nation during the
Choson Dynasty. The following results were obtained:

1. Ranche landscape of Jeju Island was appeared and altered by the
Won Kingdom of China. They installed Tamra ranches from 1276 at
Susanpyong in East Jeju Island. At the beginning of the Choson
Dynasty, as demands for post horses and fighting horses were
increased. Jeju Island was specialized as a producing district for
horses. Specially, in the Middle-Mountain region, the landscape of
government-installed ranches was appeared as early as 15th century to
the late 19th century.

2. Government-installed ranches were consisted of the Middle-
Mountain ranches(Sip-sojang for horse-breeding), coast ranches(for
cattle-breeding). intermountain ranches(Sanma-jang for horse-
breeding at intermountain area, example, Noksan-jang, Chim-jang,
Sang-jang and island ranches(example, Udo-jang, Gapado byuldun



-jang). Accordingly. the ranches were distributed on Jeju Island except
from settlement and farming regions of coastal area.  These ranches
were operated by Gammokgwan(an officer for livestock farming). and
Magam(head of Sipsojang). Gundu(head of Ja-mokjang), Gunbu and
Mokja(herdsmen).

3. Natural landscape factors of ranches were consisted of adventive
cones, streems, secondary grassland, ‘Gotchawal’ and human landscape
factors were Dunmajang. houses to flee from the rain. ponds and
Yang('do'). Wongjang. Specially. houses to flee from rain and ponds
were facilities that reflected climatic and geological characteristics of
the Middle-Mountain area. Dunmajang was the headquarters of
Sipsojang.

Yang('do’) was the entrance to connect the ranches with the villages.
Wongjang was a wooden fence that was used for counting horses to
checking the nation's horses that were present to the king.

4. Jatseong was erected as the upper and lower boundaries of
Sip-sojang. Hajatseong was made from stone consisting of double lines
in the boundary neighborhood of grazing land and farm land.
Hajatseong was erected to prevented the invasion of farm land by
cattle and horses. It was a upper line to cultivate inhabitants residing
in the coastal area. Sangjatseong was established to prevented loss
from freezing to death or loss horses at Halla Mountain forest belt.

5. Spacial scopes of government-installed ranches were created by
visible landscape factors such as adventive cones, small streams and
long Jatseong that were located in the Middle-Mountain area. These
spacial ranges were important living places of herdsman and herbage
of inhabitants.

6. As a symbol of Jeju Island ranches, Jatseong need systematic study
and a conservation counterplan because Jatseong is impairing deeply
by natural causes and social unconcern. As a method of preventing
impairment to the Jatseung, provincial office of Jeju-Do must authorize
the Jatseung as cultural properties and must protect Jatseung
carefully.

Finally, a study of landscape about government installed ranches of
Jeju island during the Chonson Dynasty will help as basic materials to
explain livestock farming in regard to Jeju Island’s traditional culture.

_9’7-_
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