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Abstract

A study on the oral life history of the first generation of

Jeju people who reside in Japan

Kim Bo-Hyang

Keyword: Jeju people who reside in Japan, life history, relationship,
community of Jeju people, identity

The purpose of this study is to investigate and record the life history
of the first generation of Jeju people who went to Japan and now
reside in Japan before and after liberation, and to research their
characteristics. Through the oral history of the first generation of Jeju
people in Japan, the background and process of immigration, the
process to settle down in Japanese society and overall life style in Japan
are researched focusing on the relationship between Jeju people in Japan
and Jeju Island. Through this, the features of the language and life
culture of the Jeju people ’s society in Japan are investigated and the
characteristics and change aspect of social community of Jeju people in
Japan are researched. In addition, by focusing on the relationship with
Jeju, the changes of Jeju people ’s perception on their hometown are
reviewed.

Jeju people in Japan have lived in a group centering on regionalism
and kinship since the early period of migration. Living together with
people with the same hometowns might increase the rate of culture
preservation. This has a great influence on language life. Jeju people
gathered around the Chosun market and they formed a unique ’island
of language’ in the Japanese society, and communicate in Jeju dialect

without having the opportunity to learn Japanese language formally.
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Abstract

And the continuous influx of Jeju dialect speakers played a big role
that maintains Jeju dialect here. They have also maintained the life
culture and customs of Jeju. Through regular meetings and gatherings
such as memorial services and village social gatherings, they could
strengthen each other ’s unity. The social gatherings in this period were
a way to maintain ties with people by sharing not just an economic
activity community but also a family event.

However, the time after immigration has become longer and
generations have changed during the process of settling in Japanese
society, the lifestyle culture of Jeju style has been localized in many
parts and the community of Jeju people in Japan has been disbanded.

The aging of Jeju people’s society and identity change due to
generation change and disbanded community are the problem faced by
the current Jeju people’s community.

The economic and social exchange and activity of Jeju people’s society
in Japan has been intimidated due to weakened identity of next
generation, rare affection toward their hometown. This means that it is
urgent for the both sides to establish a different level of relationship
with the past. It shows that it is the time to reconsider the multifaceted
policy for Jeju people in Japan, who have done their best effort to
develop Jeju Island.

In addition, they dominate an important position in the history of
Korean peninsular as well as Jeju history in the aspect that they are the
existences with ‘historicality’. The first generation rarely survive and the
aging of the second generation is ongoing. The data collection of the
Jeju people in Japan is an urgent problem in the reality that experience
and memory to be transmitted orally are rapidly disappearing. The
ways where data collection activities can be actively carried out, should

be sought.
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