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Abstract

Study on Baby Warrior-type Boodaegak folktales

Kim, Gyu-rae
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The Baby Warrior-type Boodaegak folktale, which is a story about a
warrior named Boodaegak, is identified as a unique type of a variation
among the Baby Warrior-type folktales. By examining the features of the
tradition of the Baby Warrior-type Boodaegak folktales, and its
characteristics of the literary narrative, this thesis aims to identify the

significance of this folktale.

Prior to studying this folktale in depth, I begin with a general summary
which introduces the types of Boodaegak folktales. Including the 10 pieces of
new material, which were selected and recorded by the author, a total of 38
pieces of Boodaegak folktales were summarized. 22 Baby Warrior-type pieces

out of the 38 were later confirmed as the subject of research.

In chapter 2, the features of the tradition field of Baby Warrior-type
Boodaegak folktales were separately observed in two groups: the aspect of

tradition community and the consciousness of the tradition community. The
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Baby Warrior-type folktales have been passed down into two parts which
are Bonpuri and legends. While Bonpuri refers to the tradition of the
Shimbang and the household community, legends are traditions of a village
community called Gujwa-Eup, and the family community of the Boo family
from Jeju. Shimbang is a professional performer for Bonpuri, which may
affect the story that have been retained by the genealogy, region, and
individual personality. The household community is a regional based clan,
which  demonstrates characteristics of a life community and is
female-oriented and also shares faith towards their ancestors. On the other
hand, village communities and family communities are male-oriented and the
representative person of the family leads the tradition. Such tradition groups
exhibit a strong sense for transmitting its history and also attempt to build

an identity of a tradition community based on the Boodaegak folktales.

In chapter 3, I have analyzed features of the literary narrative of the Baby
Warrior-type Boodaegak folktales in three dimensions: characters, structure,
sections. In part 1, I have discussed the traits of the characters. Particularly,
I have revealed that the baby warrior was diversified into 4 different forms:
a murdered baby warrior, a baby warrior that survived, a baby warrior that
escaped and a baby warrior that became a hero. These various forms of the
baby warrior play a complementary role which help transmitters to reason
reality in a concrete context. Moreover, it also has contributed in clarifying
that the enemy of the Boodaegak has been unified as a central power. The
central authority refers to the violent government system and symbolizes the
Confucian ruling system which refuses the shaman faith of Jeju Island.
Boodaegak, in this context, is a hero fighting against the central power and
also symbolize the spiritual heritage of Jeju Isalnd which is often well known

for its shaman faith.

In part 2, I have analyzed the structural features. Primarily in the
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Boodaegak folktales, I have clarified that the chronological structure of the
hero was closely related to the space movement between Jeju and Hanyang.
Likewise, Jeju was a place of birth and death while Hanyang was presented
as a place for accomplishment which in turn disclosed the features of a
governing system as well as the limitations of Jeju as a periphery. On the
other hand, Boodaegak is indirectly showing that the subject for attack was
against the Great Power instead of the government of Hanyang. As a result,
this has formed a conflicting structure which has been shaped into a multiple
narrative. This in turn accomplishes Hanyang’s desire to stand against the
Great Power in a substituting manner, and inherently contains a structural

strategy in trying to achieve Jeju’s desire to overcome Hanyang.

In part 3, I have dealt with the characteristics of sections. First of all, 1
have looked at the reciprocality of the Boodaegak myths and the Boodaegak
legends. The Boodaegak myths are examples which display the mythicization
of legends from which a mythical personality is attained from a paradoxical
relationship between the self and the world. Such mythical personalities may
influence the Boodaegak legends. Then I have observed to what extent the
Boodaegak folktales and the Jeju Dang myths, which are most famous for its
Songdang Bonpuri, have had a mutual influence on each other. I have found
that the Boodaegak folktales share the flow of the Songdang Bonpuri, and
the form of its hero and its story segment of ironstone box. Yet, parts of it

were modified which later contributed to revealing a creative solution.

Keywords: Boodaegak folktales, Baby Warrior, Jeju hero, Josangsinbonburi
Student Number: 2011-20002
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