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Abstract
A Study of Segyeong—-Bonpuri

Lee, Soyun
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis examines the aspects of spatial relationship in Segyeong-Bonpuri of
Jeju Seosamuga, and investigates its formation principles based on such
examination.

At first, The similarities and differences were contrasted by gathering
different versions. Then, the narrative paragraphs of Segyeong-Bonpuri were
reconstructed. Aspects of spatial relationship were examined through such work.
As a result, it was found that relationships based on hunting—foraging culture,
and relationships founded on Confucian patriarchal system were appeared
respectively in terrestrial and heavenly spaces, and it was confirmed that both
the relationships were to be shown in Seo-Cheon Flower Garden. However,
Jacheongbi shows movements which disturb or reject such relationships in each
of the places.

The convoluted aspects of spatial relationships in Segyeong-Bonpuri are
explained through dualistic familial conceptions of Jeju—do. In Jeju, its
characteristic husband-and-wife familial structure and the patriarchal familial
structure transferred from inland seemed to have co-existed. Therefore, the
characteristics of terrestrial relationships reflect the traditional Jeju housing and
familial structure centered in husband and wife. Also, the heavenly relationships
reflect patriarchal structure from inland, which is assumed to have entered Jeju
through exiles from Chosun, who married Jeju females then.

Meanwhile, it can be questioned how Seo-Cheon Flower Garden was able
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to establish itself as a space where terrestrial and heavenly relationships could
all be realized. This was explained that the spatial trait of liminality that
Seo—Cheon Flower Garden had was the foundation for the dualistic familial
structure to realize itself in Seo-Cheon Flower Garden. In this process, the
liminality of Seo—-Cheon Flower Garden is closely correlated with Jacheongbi's
character form. The common points between terrestrial, heavenly, and Seo-Cheon
Flower Garden spaces were further examined to be nothing less than a
man-dominating area.

Through the analysis of aspects in spatial relationships, it is shown that
the familial structure of Jeju and the inland deeply permeate in
Segyeong-Bonpuri. In this point, Jeju is transposed into Jeju's ‘internals’, and the
inland as ‘externals’. Thus, it can be considered that the aspects of spatial
relationships in Segyeong-Bonpuri involves Jeju’s internal and external problems
in a conclusive sense, and this enables the formation principles of Segyeong
divinity to be interpreted as such.

Before contemplating the formation principles of Segyeong-divinity, the
formation principles in Dangshinbonpuri of Songdang lineage were taken into
consideration. First of all, the formation principles in Dangshinbonpuri of
Songdang lineage were deduced as the ‘external’ to occupy a superior position
than the ‘internal. The grounds of this deduction was that Backjutto, which
represent the external in Songdang-Bonpuri, was posited as a superior god,
whereas the internal, Sochunguk, was inferior. In Sehwadang-Bonpuri, the
formation principles of Songdang lineage is somewhat transformed. This is
because a third character, Kemsang, is introduced in addition to the basic
man-woman relationship of Sochunguk and Backjutto. Due to the intervention of
the new ‘external’, Backjutto, who represented the external previously, changes
one’s identity while Sochunguk, who represented the internal, is excluded from
the formation thereafter.

The formation principles in Dangshinbonpuri of Songdang lineage is still
valid in Segyeong—Bonpuri. Cheongsoonam, representing the ‘internal’ forms into

‘Lower-Segeong’ near the end of the narrative. Yet, if one concedes to the
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perspective that the relation between Cheongsoonam and Jacheongbi reenacts the
relationship between Sochunguk and Backjutto, Lower-Segeong’s position shows
the disparaged status of Sochunguk, from ‘god” to ‘servant’. On the other hand,
Moondoryeong, who represents the ‘external’ forms into ‘Upper-Segeong in the
end. However, the ‘external’ represented by Moondoryeong connotate quite a
different meaning from that by Kemsang. This is due to the fact that Kemsang
represents the military culture, whereas Moondoryeong represents Confucianism.

Jacheongbi realizes a dualistic identity both as an ‘internal’ as well as an
‘external’. This is similar to Backjutto's dualistic identity in Sehwadang-Bonpuri.
When pricking Moondoryeong’s finger with a needle, Jacheongbi retains an
identity of the ‘internal’. Therefore, Jacheongbi, who is an ‘internal’ with respect
to Moondoryeong, who is an ‘external, forms into an inferior god despite the
fact that he is a central character leading the narrative. When Jacheongbi wants
Cheongsoonam to be a compliant servant, it should be kept in mind that the
introduction of ‘servants’ in Jeju Bonpuri is relevant to Confucianism in the
inland. Consequently, Jacheongbi represents the ‘external’ with respect to the
‘internal’ Cheongsoonam, and forms into a superior god than Cheongsoonam.

The critical point from the discussion above is the existence of an
‘external’ which combines with the internal. This coincides with the various
externals who actually married Jeju females in the past. Goryeo Sambyeolcho,
Mokho, and exiles from Chosun are considered in detail due to the fact that they
have indeed met, or are assumed to have met Jeju females. Their existence itself
may have been the mechanism which enabled Jeju people to recognize a
combination of the ‘internal’ and the ‘external’. Considering the fact the Dang had
been formed in Jeju based on communities, Simbang could not have overlooked
the unique combination of the ‘external’ and the ‘internal’ within the community.
Therefore, the new ‘external’ in Jeju Bonpuri were detected from the actual lives
of Jeju females.

Yet, the fact that the newly recorded version shows a relocation of the
divinities in Segyeong-divinity alludes that the ‘Tunctional System of the
Divinity’ is being adjusted. YanDi-ShenNong steps in the position of the
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Upper—-Segyeong, and the divinity is readjusted into
‘Medium-Segyeong’-Moondoryeong, ‘Lower-Segyeong —Jacheonghi, and
‘Segyeong—jangnam -Cheongsoonam. At this point, YanDi-ShenNong shows that
a new ‘external’ of the central nation of Chinese civilization is being introduced
into the formation system of Segyeong-Bonpuri.

In this thesis, Jacheongbi's character figuration is highlighted. Jacheongbi
represents an advanced female characteristic by facing both the relationship from
hunting—-foraging culture and the relationship from Confucian patriarchy because
of the diverse relationships extant in Segyeong—Bonpuri. Also, the Segyeong
divinity formation of Moondoryeong and Cheongsoonam, centered by Jacheongbi,
is considered to be a ‘cultural adjustment’ between Jeju ‘internal’ and ‘external’
cultures. If this is so, the formation of Segyeong Divinity acquires the new
connotation of ‘cultural adjustment’ in addition to the previous ‘divinity

adjustment’.

Keyword: Segyeong-Bonpuri, spatial relationship, dualistic familial conceptions,
Seo-Cheon Flower Garden, Upper-Segyeong, Medium-Segyeong,
Lower-Segyeong, Dangshinbonpuri of Songdang lineage, formation principles,
Functional System of the Divinity, Jacheongbi

Student Number: 2012-22862
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