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[ABSTRACT])

Ryukyuans Who Landed at Cheju Island and
Claimed to be Japanese:
The 1821 Castaway Incident

Chung Sung il

In the eighth month of 1821, twenty “Ryukyuans” who landed at Cheju
island together with people from Satsuma domain in Japan identified
themselves falsely as “Japanese.” As “Japanese,” they were repatriated along the
sea route to Nagasaki via Tsushima. Two months earlier, in the sixth month,
six Ryukyuans who had landed at Cheju island were recognized as such and
repatriated along the overland route through China. These two incidents in the
same year and in the same area involved castaway “Ryukyuans,” but the
Choson government’s treatment of these “Ryukyuans” varied.

Earlier research regarding Koreans who landed in Ryukyu has emphasized
only Ryukyu’s emphasizing that their country “had no relations with Japan.”
In addition to distinguishing Korean castaways who had landed in Ryukyu
from local residents, research has also emphasized the policies of the Ryukyuan

government in which Korean castaways were not to see Japanese katakana or

* Kwangju Women's University
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biragana and were not to hear Japanese songs or Japanese personal names.
However, as may be seen in the 1821 incident, that twenty “Ryukyuans”
pretended to be people of Satsuma domain has now come to light. Accordingly,
in the future, when explaining the Ryukyu government’s policy of concealing
from Qing China and Choson its multi level reladions with Japan, this
example will be another useful proof. Further, this is an interesting case for

comparison with instances of Cheju islanders concealing their place of residence.

[key words)
Choson, Cheju, Ryukyu, Japan, Tsushima, Satsuma, Amami  Oshima, drifting,

castaways



