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< Abstract >

A Study of Susin yeongyak: On the View of the Encounter
between Roman Catholicism and the Aboriginal Religion
in Jeju Island

BAE Yo Han (Th. D))

Senior Pastor

Philosophy and Theology
Shin-Il Presbyterian Church
South Korea

This paper seeks to investigate the relationship between Roman Catholicism and the
aboriginal religious customs in Jeju Island found in the book Susinyeongyak (& £y 554,
1900), by Augustine Kim Won-yeong(4:707k, 1869-1936). Augustine Kim Won-yeong was
the only Korean among the missionaries sent to Jeju from 1899 to 1901; this time period was
the beginning of Church history in Jeju island.

In his book, he performed two different deeds: First, he made the Christian doctrine
available to many of the Jeju citizens by defending key doctrines of Roman Catholicism by
comparing it with Confucianism, which was the mainline religious teaching of the time.
Second, he criticized and judged that the aboriginal religion and folk-belief among Jeju’s
citizens wear the main obstacle against the Catholic mission. In these ways, he tried to insist
that Catholic teaching is the only path to the truth and condemned folk-belief in Jeju as a
hindrance for the propagation of Roman Catholicism. As the result of such judgement of the
book and his teachings as a pastor, his book indirectly influenced a large representative Anti-
Christian Movement, the so-called Jeju minran(sinchuk-gyoan, *E=HFE %, 1901). Therefore,
despite the fact that Susinyeongyak has some prejudices against the folk-belief in Jeju, the
historical implication of the book can not be ignored for it shows the first stage of the Roman
Catholicism in Jeju island.

Although the problem happened more than one hundred years ago, there is still a signifi-
cant theological question that occurs to us to this day: what is the sound relationship between

Korean aboriginal religions and Christian teachings in Korea?

Key Words *

Susin yeongyak [A Spiritual Remedy for Human Body], Confucianism and Christianity, Korean
Theology, Aboriginality Religion and Christianity, Confucianism and Roman Catholic
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