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- ) Jeju Dangsin : 'To like or not to like Pork

Gang, Gwon—Yong (Researcher, The National Folk Museum of Korea)

In the Jeju shamanic ritual, the Dangsin are continually embroiled in a conflict of foods.

This conflict stems from disagreements about pork. The gods like it, but the goddesses don 1.

In the Dang-bonpuri, there are 19 motifs about this clash, which are handed down in
documented forms. However, in the Songdang-bonpuri, gods and goddesses dont have a
problem eating cows. As pork and beef are both meat, this leads us to reevaluate the notion
that gods eat meat, and goddesses eat rice.

It is a frequent practice of a village to worship both gods who eat meat and gods who eat
rice. The reason that villagers are able to worship both is because one god is not in charge
of the community, as there are various functions that take place within one village. People
worship the god from whom they can receive what they need.

We can observe in the course of the bonpurr the changing status of the pig, as it
gradually becomes a tabooed entity.

Wild boars became a source of food in the prehistoric age. People learned to domesticate
these boars: pigs thus came to be raised within the home. Wastes from the pig were used as
fertilizer, and this became an indispensable practice in cultivating a slash-and-burn field. The
people also ate pork.

Pork was also shared during funeral and marriage ceremonies. The pig was equally divided
up by the Dogam and distributed to the participants. The Dogam also took part in the Dote.
By promoting this act of sharing, the Dogam played the role of strengthening relationships
within a society.

But as arable land decreased, the population of wild boars also started to decrease. Thus,
in order to lessen the need for pork, religious followers in certain parts of Jeu-do decided to

taboo pork. As a result, some of the carnivorous gods were relegated to a lower class.

Key Words ' Dangsin, Dang-bonpuri, pig, Dotje, Dogam, taboo
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