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<Abstract>

The Process Regarding the Construction
of Hyang—gvo in Jeju's Three Towns
During Chosun Dynasty

Yang, Jin—Geon

Jeju’s Hyang-gyos were strategically located in Jeju’s three towns to spread
Confucian ideology of Chosun. This report deals with the construction of the
Hyang-gyo(#if2) in Jeju’s three towns including new construction, reconstruction,
and transfer. Hyang-gyos were newly built in Jeju’s towns following the 'One
Town One Hyang-gyo' principle for the successful diffusion of Confucian ideology
which was the core philosophy that supported the whole country from the
beginning. In the case of reconstruction, Jeju Hyang-gyo(#/) had been
reconstructed for 6 times, Jung-ee(# %) for once, and Daejung(K#) for 5 times.
The reconstruction of the building was proceeded for mending such as the repair
of the leaking roof or destroyved walls. Jeju’s Hyang-gyos also changed their
locations within their towns. Jeju Hayng-gyo transferred to other locations for 5
times, Jung-ee for twice, and Daejung for once. The theory of divination bhased on
topography was the main reason for the transfers except the one transfer of Jeju
Hyang-gyo due to the fire. In other words, people at that time moved the building
to an 1deal spot according to the divination theory based on topology. People in
Chosun dynasty believed that ideal spots were decided according to the appearance
of the front of the building or in case of the grave, the space between the grave
and the mountain across it. In addition, people believed that the ideal spot was the
one surrounded by mountains from the tree sides.

This frequent reconstructions and transfers of Hyang-gvo in Jeju is quite an

exceptional case during the mid-Chosun dynasty when Suwon(EFE), a private



educational institution. began to thrive and the power of Hyanggyo started to
decrease. It was because Hyanggvo in Jeju was considered as a gathering place
for those who passed the state examination but did not get government posts, and
the children of upper class who did not take the state examination. They were the
ones with great influence in the local society and even monopolized Hyang-—jik(%
), the special posts that were only given for the locals. Therefore, entering
Hyanggyo was considered as a sign of privilege in Jeju society.

Hyang-jik was a very important post because it confirmed the fact that the
person with the post belonged to the upper class. For the local upper class people
who had little chance to get the central government posts and pass the state
examination, Hyang-jik and the duties in Hyanggyo were a critical means to
maintain their status. Therefore, it i1s possible to say Hyanggyo functioned as not
so much an educational institution as a place for sustaining social status and it

was why there were frequent reconstructions and transfers.

Key Words: Hyang-gyo(#£%), Jung-ee(i#E3), Daejung ki), Hyang-jik (#58%k)



