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Abstract

Analysis of the ancient road network within the Jeju
Fortress and the implications for preservation and
conversation

Kang Kyung Heui, Kim Tae 1l
Park Kyong Hoon, Lee Yun Hyung

From the Tamna Kingdom Era to the Joseon Dynasty, the area within the Jeju
Fortress has been alive with history. The area within the fortress walls has played a
central role in the development of Jeju Island’s politics, economy, society, and
culture. While much of the infrastructure within the Jeju Fortress was destroyed
during the Japanese occupation, the ancient roads within the space survived. The
road network contains major historical value and displays unique qualities of the Jeju
Island thus solidifying the identity of Jeju.

The purpose of this research is to closely investigate the ancient road system’s
historical value and its implications in order to recommend a plan for the
preservation of the site. One specific goal is to highlight the significance the road
network has on the community. This research hopes to foster the regional identity
among its residents through cultivating ownership and pride for this historical and
cultural resource as well as revitalizing the area’s economy.

This research takes a multidisciplinary approach. Researchers specializing in
areas of anthropology, architectural and urban planning, and cultural planning
collaborated with experts in regional folk and traditional culture. The methodology
includes literature surveys, field investigations, interviews, and case studies of other
ancient roads in South Korea.

Research results reveal that due to the changes in the original city layout, the
ancient road system within the Jeju Fortress has shifted significantly. However,
approximately 54 alleyways and small roads have survived. Research also shows that
the existing names of the surviving roads have maintained their original names,
which were given to indicate the relationship to surrounding landmarks and
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environmental markers that existed during ancient times. Thus, the roads shed light
on the past characteristics and functionality of the area within the Jeju Fortress.

In addition, by utilizing the phone book listings, we were able to analyze 40
years of transformation of culturally significant spaces between years 1974 to 2013.
Spatial analysis illustrates the distribution of residential and commercial areas unique
to this area.

Finally, using the results, this research proposes the necessity of establishing
nine principles to follow for the preservation and operation of the ancient roads. We
detailed a comprehensive plan for the urban regeneration of this area. The plan
suggests improving the residential atmosphere by utilizing the alleyways, depicting
the historical landscape by drawing a connection between the existing and future
significance of this cultural resource, and establishing a program that allow users to
explore the original city layout and the ancient road system.

Above all, for the purpose of better preserving the ancient roads, we urgently
call for changes in policy to improve legal protection of this sight; to apply the
comprehensive plan for the preservation of the Jeju Fortress ancient roads; and to
further research on the road networks within the three towns that existed during
the Joseon Dynasty on Jeju Island.

Keywords: Jeju Fortress, ancient road network, ancient road name,
Jeju region identity, original downtown
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