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Astract

A Study on Jeju Folk Beliefs in the Climatic
Environmental Aspect

Yoon, Yong-Taek *

Jeju Island is a volcanic island in the temperate and subtropical transition
zone. Jeju Island has a strong wind blowing, the rain often, severe drought.
Therefore it was often called the three disasters island. Jeju people live
mainly in the coastal zone microbes can breed throughout one year, and
held a risk of disease. Old Jeju people believed that gods or spirits cause
illness and death, and bring health and prosperity. They are blessed and
expel calamity through shaman rituals. In 1960s, there were 400 shamans
and 500 pieces myth in Jeju Island. According to a recent shaman shrine
survey, the Jeju Island has found that 350 sites are maintained properly.
From these facts, we know that Jeju Island has shamanism remains
relatively strong even today. Jeju people were warning about the natural
disasters and diseases through the taboo on the basis of Ponpuri(the epic
of the gods), were trying to prevent them through the seasonal rituals, and
were trying to heal for the disaster and disease through shamanic rituals.
Folk beliefs in Jeju Island lasted for a long time stronger than other
regions in Korea. It shows that the natural environment of Jeju island was

poor.

Keywords : Jeju Island, Fork Beliefs, Climatic Environment,
Natural Disasters and diseases, Shmanism

*  Professor, Department of philosophy, Jeju National University
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