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A study on Traditions and Contemporary horizons of the

‘Wooyoung’ in Jeju area

Hyun, Hye—Kyung*

Under the circumstance that local foods are classified in the logic of
the global economy and thus the self—supply system of traditional local
foods is collapsing down now, the crisis of various foods is becoming
the biggest threatening factor to the modern society. Facing the crisis,
the world continues making effort to find a solution to it within the
system of traditional and ecological agriculture. In such context, this
study has paid attention to ‘Wooyoung” cultivation system that has
played part in the self-supply (of food) for Jeju Island. ‘Wooyoung’
seems to be an old but breaking-through solution to our awareness of
food crisis.

This research includes two main contents. First, this study
attempted to review the co—cycle of “Wooyoung’ by which we can see
the tradition and characteristics of the creative self-sufficient eco—food
supply system in Jeju Island. Second, as the system implies to the
modern society, we looked into the social horizon observed in the urban
agriculture in which ‘Wooyoung’ is reinterpreted in a modern sense and
expanded. The investigation consists of field research, observation and
in—depth interview in order to closely inspect the circulatory system,

distinctions, the role of social safety network of “Wooyoung’.

* Post-Doc, Sheffield University
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