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Labor Movements and Industrial Relations in
Jeju Island

Sang-Cheol Lee*
{Abstracts)

This study looks into labor movements and industrial relations in Jeju

Island. There is no academic article on this subject. So. we can
understand more various aspects of Jeju society through this study.

The character of industrial relations in Jeju Island is similar to that in
Korea. Labor movements had been weak and subservient to the capital
and the state since Independence. It was dynamic after 1987. It has been
in difficult situation again since 1997 as that of Korea. Labor movements
and industrial relations in Jeju have followed that in national level.
Because Jeju is a sub-society of Korean society.

However, the character of Jeju socity has resonated that of industrial
relations. The ability and scale of labor movements is low and small.
Movements are not independent and don't lead. Because Jeju is a small
society and located far away from the center. The upper most important
sector in labor union and movements is the tertiary industries instead of
the secondary industries. Unions and movements are most active in the
transportation, tourist hotel and hospital industries. But modern
industrial relations doesn’t take root firmly. Because businesses are
small, and Jeju is a small and face-to-face society. Traditional character

is still powerful in Jeju. People don’t have enough understanding of labor

* Cheju National University
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rights. Union activities are low and based on the personal relationships.

The line of the movements is unionism and mild.

Key words: industrial relations, labor union. labor movements, Jeju

society
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